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Dear Fellow Arkansan,

Earlier today, I was recognized by the National Association of School
Psychologists (NASP) for my efforts to improve education and mental health
services for our nation’s children.

I was pleased to receive this award because of the light it shines on our
nation’s children and the good work of NASP, which represents dedicated
professionals and psychologists in Arkansas and across the nation.

Each day, far too many children enter schools having experienced incredible
hardships, tragedies, and chronic mental health problems that impact their
ability to learn. When teachers are left to address these issues alone, they
have less time to deliver quality instruction and raise student achievement.

That’s why I have continued my fight to increase the number of school
counselors, school social workers, and school psychologists in high-need
school districts, many of which are located in rural and lower-income areas.
Working together, these individuals play an essential role in helping students
achieve a bright future.

With Arkansas Pride,

U.S. Senator Blanche Lincoln receives the Special Friend of Children
Award from Lori Dunaway, NASP Legislative Chair for Arkansas.
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